Features of a Film Review

ORGANIZATION and CONTENT

Title that catches the reader’s interest

‘Stars’

Opening Paragraph(s)

· ‘Hook’, usually a clever comment which reflects the reviewer’s overall opinion or impression

· brief synopses of the film, usually without giving too much away to the reader

Development (in short paragraphs)

NOTE:  Positive reviews usually start with a brief analysis the WEAKER points and then develop the STRENGTHS of the film.  Negative reviews tend to acknowledge the few STRONG points first and then go into depth on the FAILINGS of the film.

· analysis and critique several of aspects of the film (may include director’s interpretation or concept, design, style of shots/editing, music/sound, special effects, screenplay and plot, pacing/development)
· possibly references to past films by the director, similar films (either better or worse), source material (particularly if it is an adaptation)

· possibly specific examples of outstanding or very poor moments /artistic choices

· The development does not have to exclusively ‘prove’ the overall opinion in the first paragraph.  Films are rarely only good or bad; the reader is looking for a well-developed analysis and critique of the strengths and weaknesses of the film.

Conclusion

· ‘sum-up’ of the overall opinion of the critic

· possibly advice to the viewer

Other features you’ve discovered:  

LANGUAGE

Film reviews are concise, descriptive, and persuasive.  They are usually witty and sometimes very cutting.  Reviewers often use rhetorical devices to convince to reader of the validity of their analyses.  They rarely use effusive or simplistic language to describe, compliment or critique a film.  Examine the attached reviews for the diction describing:

	Directors, Concepts, Style, Genre
	Screenplay, Pacing/Flow
	Actors and Performances

	
	
	

	Use of the Camera and Editing
	Use of sound, music, effects
	Artistic Design: Set, Costumes, etc.

	
	
	

	Other useful words and ideas:




